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in a Planetary Age(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2021).
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5) Varela, Thompson, and Rosch, The Embodied Mind, 3| chaps. 9-11. Evan Thompson,
Mind in Life: Biology, Phenomenology, and the Sciences of MindCambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 2007).

6) Francisco J. Varela, Principles of Biological Autonomy(New York: North Holland, 1979);
Humberto R. Maturana and Francisco J. Varela, Autopoiesis and Cognition: The
Realization of the Living(Dordrecht: D. Reidel, 1980).
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Famana AR

Abstract

Beyond Representational Ontology: Structural Resonance, Relational Individuality,
and the Performative Philosophy of An Ziran

This study examines the limitations of representational ontology—the tendency to
conceive reality as a collection of independently constituted objects that can, in
principle, be adequately represented, predicted, and controlled—in light of the
Anthropocene and contemporary algorithmic regimes. It brings Francisco ]J.
Varela's enactive cognition into comparison with Nagarjuna's Madhyamaka through
a method termed structural resonance. Rather than claiming historical influence or
conceptual identity, structural resonance is governed by three criteria: problem

correspondence, structural correspondence, and difference preservation.

_‘l‘l_



Taking Varela's explicit engagement with Madhyamaka and groundlessnessas its
textual point of departure, the study examines the apparent tension between
operational closure and the Madhyamaka critique of svabhava. It proposes
relational individualityas an intermediate comparative concept describing functional
and organizational continuity without ontological self-sufficiency. This concept is
not intended as a synthesis of enactivism and Madhyamaka, but as a heuristic
device for identifying their limited structural resonance while preserving their
philosophical differences.

The study further argues that emptiness does not deductively generate ethical
norms. Rather, insight into non-self-subsistence may loosen self-fixation and open
a performative space in which responsiveness can be cultivated through sustained
practice. This movement—insight, decentering, practice, formation, and response—is
described as a performative consequencerather than a logical entailment.

Finally, the study develops the triadic framework of An /%), An Rén(Z&A),
and An Ziran(ZB&#R), corresponding respectively to relational self-formation,
interpersonal responsiveness, and ecological-planetary responsiveness. An Ziran is
proposed not as a new metaphysical system but as a conceptual probe for
exploring forms of life adequate to ecological and digital conditions. The study
thereby contributes to comparative methodology, the conceptualization of relational
individuality, the performative mediation between ontological insight and ethical
formation, and a practical philosophy of planetary responsiveness.

Keywords:Structural Resonance, Relational Individuality, An Ji, An Rén, An Ziran,
Enaction, Madhyamaka, Groundlessness, Operational Closure, Emptiness, Ethics of

Responsiveness
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